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CERCULBAR 


TO DEFINE CERTAIN TECHNICAL TERMS USED IN INSTRUCTIONS AND REGULATIONS 
IN RELATION TO THE TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS AT THE MINTS AND ASSAY 
OFFICES OF THE UNITED STATES—EDITIONS OF 1874, 1880 AND 1887; ALSO IN DE. 
PARTMENT CIRCULAR No. 76, JULY 1, 1887, (BUREAU OF THE MINT, No. 11:) ALSO 
IN CIRCULAR (MINT FORM 147, TREASURY DEPARTMENT) ON SALE OF MEDALS 
AND COINS, MINT OF THE U. S. AT PHILADELPHIA. 


(For THe INFORMATION oF NUMISMATISTS, COLLECTORS oF Corns, Corn-DEALERS, &c.) 


keer: | = a 
ee Greasury Mepartment, 
BUREAU OF THE MINT, 

Washington, ®, E@., Ocloler 3, 7 SE. 


Definitions of the following technical terms used in Mint regulations and circulars are hereby com 
municated for the information of numismatists, collectors of coins, coin-dealers, &e.: 

1. Proor.—A coin specially struck by hand-press instead of by steam-press from a polished planchet. 

2. Proor-Ser.—aA. complete set of proofs of current coins. 

3. PATTERN-Pincr.—An early specimen or proof from a newly-adopted coinage die or dies. 

4. TRIAL-PrEcE.—An impression in soft metal to test an experimental die or dies. 

5. EXPERIMENTAL PrEcE.—A piece struck from regular dies in experimental metal or alloy, or from 
experimental dies with experimental legends, devices, or designs. 

Pieces 1, 2, 3, as above described, are issued by the Mint at Philadelphia on terms and in the manner 
set forth in the following extract from Instructions and Regulations: 


Proof-coins and pattern-pieces may be struck and sold subject to these regulations. 

The price of medals, proof-coins, pattern-pieces, &c., shall be fixed by the Superintendent of the 
Mint, with the approval of the Director. 

No coins or pattern-pieces shall be struck after the year of their date, or in any other metal or alloy 
than that in which the coin is issued or was intended to be issued, except experimental pieces in copper 
or other soft metal, to prove the dies, under the direction of the Superintendent. 

The dies shall be defaced at the end of each year, and such impressions as the Engraver may find nec 
essary to take while preparing the dies shall be destroyed in the presence of the Superintendent when the 
dies are finished. 

When a pattern is adopted and used in the regular coinage in the same year, it will then be issued, 
as a proof, at a price near its current value, or if it comes out early in the year, it will be placed in the 
regular proof-set. ase 

The Superintendent will furnish, without charge, on application therefor, a pattern-piece to any in 
corporated numismatic society in the United States. In such cases, if the pattern is in gold or silver, the 
value of the metal will be required.—(Hdition of 1874, p. 29; 1880, p. 15; 1887, p. 20.) 

In the case of a pattern-piece, (3,) if it comes out early in the year of its date it takes its place in 
the regular proof-set of that year. As none other than a specimen of the regular coinage of the current 
year can enter into a proof-set or be sold as a proof, the term ‘‘pattern-piece”’ is employed in all edi 
tions of Mint regulations and:in Mint circulars in no other than the limited sense above defined. 

Trial and experimental pieces (4, 5, ) struck for Mint purposes only, as prescribed by the above sections, 

» cannot be issued, circulated, or sold. : 

Pieces popularly known as re-strikes, false-metal pieces, mule-pieces or hybrids, and metallic replicas 

or copies are prohibited by the Revised Statutes. - 
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eta. 


JAMES P. KIMBALL, 
Director of the Mini. 






APPROVED: 
C. S. FAIRCHILD, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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